
 April 20, 2026 

 To Whom It May Concern, 

 We are former staff members of Congresswoman Katie Porter. We served in her congressional 
 office and on her campaigns, and we know what it is like to work with her up close, day after 
 day. We believe the public should understand the full person we know, not a caricature built 
 from a few clips on a bad day. 

 Here is what does not make the news: Katie shows up for her team. When we were dealing 
 with illness, grief, or family emergencies, she supported us in ways that were real and 
 personal. She demanded a lot, but she also fought for us, mentored us, and stood by us when 
 life got hard. She showed up not just in the hardest moments but also in the best ones, at our 
 weddings, celebrating the births of our children, and offering guidance as we navigated the 
 next steps in our lives and careers. Whether it was a successful committee hearing, a 
 fundraising quarter, or an in-district town hall, Katie recognized these wins as a team effort. 
 The traits that make Katie effective don’t always look soft around the edges. People are drawn 
 to Katie's leadership because she is a workhorse. She asked of us what she expected of herself. 

 We have worked for other members of Congress, senior military leaders, executive branch 
 officials, and in demanding private-sector roles. Without hesitation, Katie’s standards were 
 among the highest. But that’s one reason we chose to work for her. We know that Katie got 
 into politics and policy for many of the same reasons we did: to reform broken systems, serve 
 people, and accomplish big things. A few video clips of our worst moments are not the full or 
 honest measure of Katie or anyone’s career. That’s the truth. 

 Sincerely, 

 Vicky Schulte  Katie Bartizal  Erica Kwiatkowski 

 Spencer P. Jallali  Katherine Borg Hoffman  Elizabeth Murray 

 Ritika Iyer  Katharine Meyer  Cody J. Mendoza 

 Nico Pedreira  Karen Cohn  Christine Fujiki 

 Mila Myles  Kadeem Cooper  Austin Raymundo 

 Melissa Pender  Jordan Wood  Teddy Hur 

 Max Ernst  Jordan Wong  Danny Siegel 

 Marvin Andrade  Jordan Westendorf  JoEllen Ambrose 

 Lauren Bloom  Jessica Seigel 

 Katrina Mañalac  Graham Griffin 

 Katie Kerins  Gage Donovan Sitzmann 


